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BRIGHT NIGHTS
IN MORE WAYS
THAN ONE

Experience summer in Iceland, a time of endless
sunshine, during which the sun hangs determinedly in
the sky, never setting. It is an ever-changing land of
contrasts, dazzling white glaciers and black sands, blue
hot springs, rugged lava and green valleys offering an
insight into the ferocious powers of nature, ranging from
the still-warm lava from recent volcanic eruptions to the
chilling splendour of Europe’s biggest glaciers.

Set in one of the most energetic and active places in the
world RES summer school gives students of renewable
energy science and technology the once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to study in the “hottest” place on earth -
Iceland! Students will witness firsthand the geothermal
power boiling up from the hot spot under Iceland, walk
in the rift valley where the North American and Eurasian
tectonic plates are spreading apart, and see the vast lava
fields constantly shaping and forming the earth.

In the classroom our teachers will give you new challenges
and insights into the world of renewable energy
technologies and policies. Outside it you will meet peers,
expand your network of similarly minded people, study
under the midnight sun, hike through geothermal areas
and simply enjoy watching the world of renewable energy
unfold before your eyes.



A SUMMER YOU
WILL NEVER FORGET

For decades Iceland has been a leader in geothermal power
utilization. It is a less well-known fact that it is also a world
leader in hydroelectric power generation and alternative
fuels like hydrogen. Gushing glacial rivers feed hydroelectric
power plants, which in turn provide electricity for industry
and society.

Social values and the unique opportunity to become energy
independent drive the nation toward becoming a “hydrogen
society,” and relinquishing fossil fuels altogether. Icelanders
themselves are among the most highly educated populations
in the world, and are known for being innovative, visionary,
and resourceful.

At RES, we have gathered the top minds in renewable
energy from Iceland and around the world. The RES
summer school thus offers an extraordinary learning
environment with a global focus. Iceland is a gateway to
understanding renewable energy and a scene for adventure.

This might be the opportunity of a lifetime.

“In order to make decisions about society’s future energy sources,
students need a foundation in both the physical processes
involved in energy utilization and in the economics that reflect
how society values and distributes resources.”

World Learning - SIT Study Abroad




AVAILABLE PROGRAMS

IN 2009

Renewable Energy & Energy Policies
5 - 19 July 2009 (2 weeks)

During the programme participants will have introduction
to utilization and harnessing of renewable energy sources in
Iceland (including geothermal energy, hydropower, biofuels
and hydrogen), energy policies and environmental issues, as
well as site visits to power plants and industries. Emphasis
will be on the participants opportunity to get a broad
knowledge in the field of renewable energy, discover the
potentials for the future and experience first hand how
energy is being utilised in Iceland. All this set in an
unforgettable scenery beneath the midnight sun.

Geothermal Energy in Iceland
19 July - 2 August 2009 (2 weeks)

During the programme participants will receive general
introduction to renewable energy, direct and indirect use of
geothermal resources, exploration and drilling techniques,
resource evaluation, environmental issues and resource
management. The programme includes a tour around
Iceland with site visits to major hydropower and geothermal
power plants. The summer school is set in one of the most
energetic and geothermal active countries in the world,
offering an intensive programme in a unique learning
environment. The courses put emphasis on proven solutions
and in-depth knowledge, in surroundings you will never
forget. All courses are in English. Study tours and site visits
will include English and Spanish speaking guide.

Renewable Energy, Technology & Resource Economics

June - July (7 weeks)

This programme is offered in co-operation with SIT - Study
Abroad and is intended for undergraduate students in the
United States. During the programme students will benefit
from firsthand exposure to renewable energy systems, and
from contact with those who build, maintain, and make
decisions about such systems. The focus will be on
hydroelectric and geothermal systems, as those systems are

primary renewable systems used in Iceland.
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Renewable Energy & Energy Policies

Program Overview

During the programme students will have introduction to
utilization and harnessing of renewable energy sources in
Iceland (including geothermal energy, hydropower, biofuels
and hydrogen), energy policies and environmental issues, as
well as site visits to power plants and industries. Emphasis
will be on the participants opportunity to get a broad
knowledge in the field of renewable energy, discover the
potentials for the future and experience first hand how
energy is being utilised in Iceland. All this set in an
unforgettable scenery beneath the midnight sun.

Program Schedule Includes
Introduction and welcome
Geothermal Energy
Hydropower

Biofuels & Bioenergy

Natural excursions around Northern Iceland
Study Tour around Iceland
Visits to major power plants
Hydrogen & alternative fuels
Environmental Policies
Departure

Logistics

The summer school will take place at RES - the School for
Renewable Energy Science in Akureyri, Iceland, as well as at
various sites around the country. Akureyri is the capital of
Northern Iceland with approximately 17.000 inhabitants.
The town is renowned for it's cultural life and nartural
beauty, and is a popular destination for tourists both during
summer and winter time.

5-19 July

The courses will take place at RES and the University of
Akureyri campus located in the geographic centre of town.
The university is known for its personal atmosphere and
first rate teaching facilities. The classrooms are new and well
equipped with computer access and the library facilities and
reading lounges are on highest standards.

In Akureyri you will be accommodated in one of the RES
dormitories. The dormitories are new and recently
renovated buildings. The rooms are fully equipped, with
access to kitchen and laundry rooms, as well as free Internet
connection. During your travel around Iceland, we will
secure accommodation close to places of cultural interest
and natural beauty, so you won't miss anything during your
visit.

Price

The total price for the summer school is 2.640 EUR.
Included in the price is the full tuition cost, all domestic
travel in Iceland, accommodation and board.

Registration

Registration deadline is 15 May 2009. For additional
information and registration for the summer school please
visit the RES website or contact:

Ms. Caitlin Wilson,
Project Manager of the RES Summer School

email: caitlin.wilson@res.is
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Geothermal Energy in Iceland

Program Overview

During the programme participants will receive general
introduction to renewable energy, direct and indirect use of
geothermal resources, exploration and drilling techniques,
resource evaluation, environmental issues and resource
management. The programme includes a tour around
Iceland with site visits to major hydropower and geothermal
power plants. The summer school is set in one of the most
energetic and geothermal active countries in the world,
offering an intensive programme in a unique learning
environment. The courses put emphasis on proven solutions
and in-depth knowledge, in surroundings you will never
forget. All courses are in English. Study tours and site visits
will include English and Spanish speaking guide.

Program Schedule Includes

Geothermal energy, direct and indirect use of geothermal
resources: General revision, exploration, drilling, resource
evaluation, environmental issues, resource management,
applications, direct and indirect use. Introduction to
Geothermal Exploration Technique: Basics on Geophysical
methods, geochemical methods, thermodynamic, sample
methods, analysis and interpretation of results. Study Trip
around Iceland including visit to Kdrahnjunkar hydro plant,
geothermal power plants, Blue Lagoon and natural sites in
around Iceland.

Logistics

The summer school will take place at RES - the School for
Renewable Energy Science in Akureyri, Iceland, as well as at
various sites around the country. Akureyri is the capital of
Northern Iceland with approximately 17.000 inhabitants.
The town is renowned for it's cultural life and natural

19 July - 2 August

beauty, and is a popular destination for tourists both during
summer and winter time.

The courses will take place at RES and the University of
Akureyri campus located in the geographic centre of town.
The university is known for its personal atmosphere and
first rate teaching facilities. The classrooms are new and well
equipped with computer access and the library facilities and
reading lounges are on highest standards.

In Akureyri you will be accommodated in one of the RES
dormitories. The dormitories are new and recently
renovated buildings. The rooms are fully equipped, with
access to kitchen and laundry rooms, as well as free Internet
connection. During your travel around Iceland, we will
secure accommodation close to places of cultural interest
and natural beauty, so you won't miss anything during your
visit.

Price

The total price for the programme is 2.800 EUR. Included
in the price is the full tuition cost, all domestic travel in
Iceland, accommodation and board.

Registration

Registration deadline is 15 May 2009. For additional
information and registration for the summer school please
visit the RES website or contact:

Mr. Carlos Jorquera,
Project Manager of the RES Summer School

email: carlos.jorquera@res.is
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Renewable Energy, Technology and

Resource Economics

World Learning - SIT Study Abroad

RES Summer School started in 2007 in co-operation
with SIT - Study Abroad Program of the School for
International Training in Vermont, United States. The
program was also offered in the summer of 2008, and will
be offered again in 2009. SIT has a partnership agreement
with over 200 universities in the United States and has been
in operation for 75 years, offering study programs in over
50 countries.

Program Overview

Iceland is a world leader in developing the use of renewable
energy. While this is partly attributable to the country’s
ample endowment of geothermal and hydroelectric
resources, Icelanders have also made unique economic
choices, valuing the social benefits of energy independence
differently than much of the world.

The program is divided into three components. Iceland’s
School for Renewable Energy Science (RES) hosts the
program in Akureyri, on Iceland’s north coast. Students
study with RES faculty experts and visit major sites related
to Iceland’s energy and geology. Moving to the capital,
Reykjavik, students meet with politicians and industry
leaders to develop their understanding of how Iceland’s
energy policy fits into the larger national agenda. Students
spend the final portion of the program in the remote West
Fjords, applying concepts learned to village-scale energy
problems.

Course Schedule

Renewable Energy, Technology and Resource Economics (6
credits): The course focuses on helping students develop
understanding of alternative energy technologies and of the

1 June - 16 July

role these technologies play in Iceland’s social, economic,
and political context, and how these lessons apply to the
larger world. Learning takes place both in the classroom and

in the field.

Introduction to Icelandic (2 credits): Classroom and field
instruction in the basics of the Icelandic language and the
ways in which it reflects the socio-cultural identity of the
nation.

Educational excursions

Besides visits to key sites in both Reykjavik and Akureyri,
students will visit the thermal rift and other key geological
sites, as well as energy production facilities of various sizes.

Duration

Seven weeks, early June to mid July.

Student eligibility

At least two semesters of college-level work at the time of
application and good academic standing with a minimum
cumulative grade point average of 2.5.

Prerequisites
Previous college-level coursework or other significant
preparation in engineering, geology, environmental studies,

or related fields.
Information sheef{PDF]
Additional information

For application forms and additional information, please
visit the SIT - Study Abroad website
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AN INVESTMENT FOR
A LIFETIME

Today’s solution-based thinking must be global, and RES
is intensively co-operating with partner institutions and
universities around the world.

Our faculty is an international group of dedicated
researchers and professors renowned for their work and
experience in all sectors of renewable energy and
sustainable development.

We offer an internationally focused programme and a
dynamic learning environment in a unique location. It is
an exclusive and intensive study experience that will truly
make a difference.



RE S THE SCHOOL
for RENEWABLE ENERGY SCIENCE

Solborg v/Nordurslod
IS600 Akureyri
Iceland

tel: +354 464 0100
fax: +354 464 0109

email: summerschool@res.is

www.res.is/summerschool
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